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Facsimile Transmission 


12 pases including this pace 




TO: Examiner LoAn H. Thanh 
Art Unit 3763 

Fax No.: (703) 872-9306 
Phone No.: 


RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

fik 0 4 2004 



RE: Applicants: Vincent £. Bryan et al. 

Application No. 10/039,240 
SPINAL NEEDLE SYSTEM 
Our Reference: / 7^ /3^. 4e> / 



OFFICIAL 



□ Urgent □ For Review C3 Please Confirm Receipt □ Please Reply ASAP 



PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF THIS FAX 

PLEASE DELIVER IMMEDIATELY TO 
EXAMINER LOAN H. THANH 
ART UNIT 3763 



Attached are: 

Transmittal Form (1 Page) 
Fee Transmittal (+ copy) (2 Pages) 
Second Preliminary Amendment (8 Pages) 
Total pages including cover sheet: 12 



If you do not receive all pages, please call Ginny Culver at (206) 622-4900 or fax our 
office. 

Transmission Information: Date Time By 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this facsimile message is legally 
privileged and/or confidential information intended only for the use of the addressee named 
above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, 
distribution, or copying of this facsimile or its content is strictly prohibited. If you have received 
this facsimile in error, please immediately notify us by telephone and return the original 
facsimile message to us by mail or destroy it without making a copy. Thank you. 
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TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 


Application Number 


10/039,240 


Filing Date 


January 4, 2002 


First Named Inventor 


Vincent E. Bryan 


(To be used for all correspondence 


Art Unit j 


3763 


after initial filing) 


Examiner Name 


LoAn H. Thanh 




Attorney Docket No. 


170134.401 







ENCLOSURES (check at! that appi 





@ Fee Transmittal Form 

[] Fee Attached 
[x] Amendment/Response 

Q After Final 

Q Affidavits/declaration(s) 
Q Extension of Time Request 
0 Express Abandonment 

Request 
[] Information Disclosure 

Statement: Form PTO-1449 
[] Cited References 
[J Certified Copy of Priority 

Document(s) 
[] Response to Missing Parts 
~ under 37 C.F.R. 1.52 or 1.53 
[] Response to Missing 

Parts/Incomplete Application 



[] Drawing(s) 
[] Request for Corrected Filing 

Receipt 
Q Licensing-related Papers 
□ Petition 

Q Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

[] Power of Attorney, 
Revocation, Change of 
Correspondence Address 

[] Declaration 

Q Statement under 37 CFR 
3.73(b) 

[] Terminal Disclaimer 

Q Request for Refund 



□ 
D 

n 

D 

0 
0 
B 
D 



CD(s), Number 
ofCD(S) 



After Allowance 

Communication to Group 

Appeal Communication to 

Board of Appeals and 

Interferences 

Appeal Communication to 

Group (Appeal Notice, Brief, 

Reply Brief) 

Proprietary Information 

Status Letter 

Return Receipt Postcard 

Additional Endosure(s) 

(please identify below): 



Remarks, 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 


Individual Name 


E. Russel Tarleton 


Customer Number 

00500 


Signature 




Date 


February 2, 2004 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 


1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited 
with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on the date 
shown below. 


Typed or printed name 


• ""pinny Culver. 


Signature 

Yhts eon a lan of Information It ronutati tw 37 


dPn 1 _s. Tna trimrtrvafton la rami rod to obtain or retain a bonofl 


Date: February 2, 2004 

bv Iho uublic which is U> fifca fand by the USPTO to 



pr<x»fl«) an application. ConraanUtfRy \» Qcvemaa by 35 u.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 .14. Thto cofiacuon is ewmaiod to lake 12 mhu»$ to eomploro, including gathering, 

preparing, and submitting ihs completed appticalion form to tha USPTO. Timo will vary depandng 14x3 n the individual com. Any comrftbfllo en lh© amount Of UdO you 
roquiro lo complain this form andtar suggestions for reducing this burdan, should bo sard lo the Chi of In farm alien Officer, U.S. Patent and Tnadem&f> OlTtOe, U.S. 
Dapartmsrt of Common*. P.O. Bon USO. AioxBndrlo. va 2Z31 VMSO. DO NOT SEMO F6GS Oft COMPLETED FORMS TO THiS ADDRESS. SEHD TO: 
COmmltftiOrter for Pahmto, P.O. Box 1*50. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 

452922_i.DOC 
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Comp/afo if Known 


FEE TRANSMITTAL 


Application Number 




for FY 2004 

Patent fees subject to annual revision. 


Filing DalB 


January 4, 2002 


First Named Inventor 


Vincent E, Bryan 


Examiner Name 


LoAn H. Thanh 


[x] Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1 .27. 


AH unit 


3763 


TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT | ($) | 564 


Attoinay Docket No. 


170134-401 



METHOD OF PAYMENT 



[x] Payment Enclosed: 

[] Check Q Credit card [] Money Ortter [] Other 
§ Deposit Account 



Deoowt 
Account 
Number 

Deposit 
Account 
Namo 



19-1090 



Seed Intellectual Property Law Group 

PLUC 



The Director is authorized to (crtocx aO that apply) 

§ Charge fec(*) indicated below @ Credit any overpayments 
Q Charge any addhlonaJ fee(a) during the pendency of Uils application 
Charge fee(a) Indicated below, except ror tne filing fee 
Charge any deficiencies 



a 



FEE CALCULATION 



1. BASIS FIMWGffE 

Urge EntJty Small Entity 
Fee 
Code 
IDOl 
1002 
1003 
1004 
1005 



Foe($) 


Fee 
Code 


Fee(S) 


Fb9 Description 


770 


2001 


3BS 


Utility filing fat 


340 


2002 


170 


Design filing tee 


530 


2003 


265 


Plant tiling tee 


770 


2004 




Reissue filing fee 


160 


2005 


ao 


Provisional filing 
fee 

SUBTOTAL (1) 



Fee 
Paid 



2. EXTRA CLAIM FEES FOR UTILITY AND EEiS&UE 

Fee 

Extra from 
Claims bejew ^ 

-23- = | 37 I • H I = I 333 | 

Independent 
Claims 



Fee 
Paid 



TotaJ Clakns 



60 



11 -r- 



43 



Multiple 
Oependanl 

Lame Entity 
Fee Fqp 
Code ($) 

1202 16 

1201 as 

1203 290 



145 



Small Entity 
Fee Fee 
Code 

2202 
2201 
2203 



(5) 



1204 
1205 



36 



2204 
2205 



Fee Description 

9 Ctems in excess of 20 
43 independent claims in excess of 3 
145 Multiple dependent claim, if not paid 
4* ** RbIssub independent claims over 
original patent 
g ** Reissue claims in excess of 20 
and over original patent 



SUBTOTAL (2) 



(S)564 



r number previously paid. If oreoier; For Reissues, see above 



fee CALCULATION (continued) 


3. ADDITIONAL FEES 
Larqo £ndry Small 

Fee Fee Fee Fee 
Codo <$) Coda (!) 


Fee Description 




Fee 
Paid 




1051 


130 


2051 


65 


Surcharge - l3le fling fee or oath 






1QS2 


50 


2052 


25 


Surcharge - late provisional fflmg fee 
or cover sheet. 






10S3 


130 


1053 


130 


Non-Engllah specification 








«H2 


2520 


1912 


2520 


For fifing a request for Mparts 
reexamination 






1604 


B20- 


1804 


920* 


Requesting publication of StR prior to 
Examiner action 






1S05 


1B40* 


1905 




Requesting publication of SIR after 
Examiner ecu on 






1251 


110 


2231 


53 


Extension for reply within first 


month 






1252 


420 


2252 


210 


Extension for reply within sect 
month 


md 






1253 


950 






Extension for reply wiiwn third month 






1254 


1460 


2254 


740 


Extension for reply within fourth 
month 






1255 


2010 


2255 


1005 


Extension for reply within nun 


month 






1401 


330 


2401 


185 


Notice of Appeal 








1402 


330 


2402 


155 


Filing a brief In support of an appeal 






1403 


290 


2403 


145 


Request for oral hearing 








1451 


1510 


1451 


1510 


Petition 10 institute a public use 
proceeding 






1452 


110 


2452 


55 


Petition to revive - unavoldBb 


B 






1453 


1330 


7453 


BBS 


Petition to revive - uniniendenal 






1501 


1330 


2501 


635 


utility Issue fee (or reissue) 








1502 


480 


2502 


240 


Design Issue fee 








1503 


640 


2503 


320 


Plant Issue fee 








1460 


130 


1460 


130 


petition a to me Commissioner 






1907 


50 


1607 


50 


Processing fee under 37 CFR 1.17(g) 






1BC8 


150 


1808 


160 


Submission Of Info/matron Dis 
Stmt 


closure 






6021 


40 


8021 


40 


Recording 1 each patent assignment 
per property (times number of 
properties) 






1609 


770 


2809 


385 


Filing a submission after final rejection 
(37 CFR 5 1.129(a)) 






1810 


770 


2810 


385 


For eacn additional Invention to be 
examined (37 CFR 1 1.1 29(h)) 






1601 


770 


2801 


385 


Roquosi Tar Continued Examination 
(RC£> 






1602 


900 


1802 


900 


Raquost for oypcdjtod examination of a 
dosiQn application 






Other lee (ipeeffy) 














































'Reduced by Basic Ring Foo Paid SUBTOTAL (3) 


(S)0 























i SUBMITTED BY 


Customer Number 

00500 


Name 
{Prtntrfype) 


E. Russell Tarleton 


Registration No. haa 
Attorney/Agent) Ol,OUU 


Signature 




oare 


February 2, 2D04 



process) an Bppitcauon. Cenndeniiaity le governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 27 CFR 1.14, ThU collection Is estlmeted to laKe 12 mtnulBB to complete, Including Gathering,, preparina 
and submltung Ihe completed eppKealian Term to (ho USPTO. Timo win vary depending upon the Individual case Any comments on tne amount of lime you require to complete thie 
lorm end/of eugrjulions for reducing this burdon, should be sent to tne CWef Information OfQcer. U.S. Patent end Trademark Officn, U.S. Oopartment of Commarce, P.O. Box 1450, 
Aloaandria, VA »313-H30. 00 NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THtS ADDRESS. SEND TO; Commissionor for Palont*. P.O. BOX 14$0. Akwanorta, VA 22313- 
1450. 452914J.DOC 



PAGE 3112 * RCVD AT 2/212004 8:45:59 PM [Eastern Standard Time) 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 1 DNIS:8729306 1 CSID: 1 206 682 6031 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-16 



02/02/2004 17:46 FAI 1 206 6^6031 SEED IP LAW GROUP PLLC^ 




I hereby certify that on the date specified below, this correspondence is being transmitted by 
facsimile to (703) 872-9306 in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 




Date 



PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicants 
Application No. 
Filed 
For 



Vincent R Biyan et al. 

10/039,240 

January 4, 2002 

SPINAL NEEDLE SYSTEM 



Examiner 
Art Unit 
Docket No. 
Date 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



LoAn H. Thanh 
3763 

170134.401 
February 2, 2004 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



0 4 2004 




SECOND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents: 



New claims 24-54 are presented herein below. In the previous response to the Restriction 
Requirement dated October 17, 2003, and the Office Action dated December 17, 2003, applicants 
previously elected Group I, claims 1-5, 7-10, 12, and 13, for examination at this time. Applicants 
further elected to prosecute the species corresponding to Figures 1 and 9 and subspecies 
corresponding to Figures 11a, lib, of which claims 1-5, 7-10, 12, and 13 read thereon. Entry and 
consideration of new claims 24-54 are respectfully requested, 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on 

page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks/ Arguments begin on page 8 of this paper. 
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